Lake Zoar Authority

P.O. Box 931
Southbury, CT 06488
Email: info@lakezoarauthority.org

Member Towns

Monroe-Newtown-Oxford-Southbury

The regular meeting of the Lake Zoar Authority was held on Tuesday, May 6, 2025 at 7:00 pm at the Southbury
Town Hall.

Commissioners Present: Absent:
Barbara McWilliams Tony Fischetti
Thelma Chen

John Downs

James Galarneau

Tim Glover

Bruce Lafky

Jerry Kozera

John Morin

Lesley Pires

Dick Speer

Avi Veeraraghav

Call to Order
Chairwoman Barbara McWilliams called the meeting to order at 7:08pm.

Secretary’s Report:
A motion to accept the minutes from the April 1, 2025 meeting was made by Thelma Chen; seconded by Dick
Speer; the motion was passed unanimously.

Public Comments:
None.

Treasurer’s Report:

Treasurer Avi Veeraraghav reported current treasury balances with cash on hand equaling $70,833.80. $3,742.50
was paid to New England Aquatic Services for buoys. A motion to pass the treasurer’s report was made by Tim
Glover, seconded by John Morin, the motion was passed unanimously.

Marine Patrol Report:
Marine Patrol Coordinator Dan Semosky reported Marine Patrols are starting May 17, 2025, through September.
Monroe and Newtown have accepted most of the shifts, followed by Oxford. Southbury is invited to attend.

Publicity/ Public Awareness:
Avi Veeraraghay reported there has been more advertising for volunteers for staffing the life jacket stand but there is
still need. The LZA is looking for someone to staff the life jacket station at the Eichler’s Cove marina or Southbury



Boat Launch on a Saturday or Sunday to pass out life jackets, and answer questions about the need for life jackets.

James Galarneau reported he has posted for volunteers for the life jacket stand, the CT AIS stamp, weed treatment
notice, and several other lake related announcements on the LZA Facebook page.

Water Quality

Weed Treatment Committee:

Barbara McWilliams reported that 50 acres of Lake Zoar was treated with the herbicide Diquat on May 1, 2025 to
target curly leaf pond weed. Notice was provided to residents in the abutment zones by mail prior to treatment by the
vendor, The Pond and Lake Connection. A map of the treatment areas with notice was posted on the LZA Facebook
page and on the LZA website. Commissioners discussed setting an LZA specific treatment notice protocol for future
applications.

Water Quality Monitoring Committee:

John Morin reported that he and Tim Glover went to WCSU to visit the lakes lab on May 4, 2025 to meet with
students who perform the water quality testing and analysis, and present Dr. Wong with an appreciation award for
dedication to work performed on Lake Zoar through his career. An estimate for the 2025 WCSU Cyanobacteria
Monitoring Program is expected this month.

Boats and Motors Report:

Dick Speer reported that electricians are set to finish work on the boats this week. Two boats will be operated this
season, with the oldest boat held in reserve in case there is an issue with the boats in use, or it is need for a busy
weekend.

Grants:
Barbara McWilliams reported she is waiting on a decision for the Beautification of Lakes grant for $5,000 from First
Light to improve the VFW cove in Southbury.

Unfinished Business:
None.

New Business:
Commissioners discussed potential E. coli testing on Lake Zoar. Tim will investigate the need for this more with his
contact at the Pomperaug health department.

Commissioners discussed cost of living adjustments published by the social security administration and noted that
staff salaries were last adjusted on May 3, 2022. A motion to approve a 5% pay raise for patrol drivers and the
marine patrol coordinator was made by John Morin, seconded by Jerry Kozera, the motion was passed unanimously.

Barbara McWilliams reported that she and Tim went on a debris tour with First Light on April 30", debris tour with
FirstLight. The priority areas for clean-up are Kettletown State Park, a line of debris south of Kettletown on the
Newtown side, and the sandbar. The debris removal boats will be deployed this week, weather permitting, and
cleaned up by Memorial Day weekend.

A permit for the life jacket stand at the Southbury State Boat Launch has been approved through Labor Day, it will
be opened on Memorial Day weekend. A new door will be installed on the life jacket stand at Eichler’s cove.

The LZA has been enrolled as members of the Connecticut Federation of Lakes.



Adjournment
A motion to adjourn was made by Thelma Chen, seconded by Bruce Lafky, the motion passed unanimously. The
meeting adjourned 8:22pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Lesley Pires
Secretary

The minutes are not considered official until approved at the next regular meeting of the Lake Zoar Authority to be
held on Tuesday June 3, 2025 at 7:00 pm at the Monroe Town Hall.



