
 
 

 
 

Lake Zoar Authority 
 P.O. Box 931 

Southbury, CT 06488 
Email: info@lakezoarauthority.org 

 
 

Member Towns 
 

Monroe-Newtown-Oxford-Southbury 
 
 

The regular meeting of the Lake Zoar Authority was held on Monday, August 4, 2025 at 7:00 pm at the Oxford 
Town Hall. 
 
Commissioners Present:       Absent:     
Barbara McWilliams     Thelma Chen  
James Galarneau       John Downs    
Tim Glover      Bruce Lafky     
Tony Fischetti                                                                                                                                                     
Jerry Kozera  
John Morin 
Lesley Pires            
Dick Speer 
Avi Veeraraghav              
 
 
Call to Order                                                                    
Chairwoman Barbara McWilliams called the meeting to order at 7:03pm.  
 
 
Secretary’s Report: 
A motion to accept the minutes from the June 3, 2025 meeting was made by Tony Fischetti; seconded by John 
Morin; the motion was passed unanimously.  
 
 
Public Comments: 
John from Southbury stated that the water has been the clearest he has seen in five years, even with hot weather, 
rain, etc., and he is satisfied with the work the LZA has put into water quality. John requested more signage for 
future weed treatments.  
 
 
Treasurer’s Report: 
Treasurer Avi Veeraraghav reported current treasury balances with cash on hand equaling $87,537.66. Several 
invoices were paid to wages, insurance, and regular services. A motion to pass the treasurer’s report was made by 
Dick Speer, seconded by John Morin, the motion was passed unanimously.  
 
 
Marine Patrol Report: 
Marine Patrol Coordinator Dan Semosky reported there were 10 patrols in June. Five additional patrols were 
cancelled due to inclement weather. For the month, there were 23 enforcements, 35 vessel inspections, 4 PFDs 
issues and recovered, and 4 disabled boats towed. 8 large logs were pulled near resident docks and dragged to the 
debris staging area. There was a call for a dead deer floating near a residence. Marine patrol did relocate it to a 
secluded area.  
During the month of July, there were 22 patrols with 50 enforcements, 66 inspections of vessels, and 5 disabled boat 
tows. On July 26, there was a verbal disagreement at the state boat launch that was deescalated by Marine Patrol. 
Large stumps were towed to the Stevenson dam, and also a large wooden plank. The July 4 holiday was orderly.   



 
 

 
 

Publicity/ Public Awareness:  
Avi Veeraraghay reported that public awareness is still focused on finding volunteers.  
 
James Galarneau reported the website is up to date with water quality information including test results and 
warnings.  
 
 
Water Quality  
Weed Treatment Committee: 
Tony Fischetti reported he has not received complaints about weeds in the navigable water channel. He noted the 
water is very clear.  
 
Water Quality Monitoring Committee: 
John Morin reported this season’s microcystin testing results were well until Thursday, July 31, 2025 when the 
sandbar reached levels of 17.804 ppb, which is well over the EPA and CT DEP’s threshold of 8.0 ppb for 
recreational waters. Phosphate levels were also high in this sampling site at 304 ppb (up from 105.5 ppb the week 
prior). Commissioners discussed possible sources of contaminants and will post the next sample results on the LZA 
website as soon as possible.  
 
 
Boats and Motors Report: 
Dick Speer reported both boats are in good working order and the oil was changed on both last week.  
 
 
Grants: 
None. 
 
 
Unfinished Business:  
John Morin reported the permitted signal lights have been installed on the bridge abutments at Silver Bridge and are 
actively in use as waterway markers for enhanced boat traffic safety. 
 
 
New Business: 
The LZA received a member contribution from the town of Monroe for $29,000. Each member town was assessed 
$35,200 and invoiced in December 2024. The town of Monroe did not contact the LZA to inquire about the 
assessment. The LZA is in contact with the town of Monroe regarding collection of the balance according to the 
lawful charter. Newtown and Oxford have submitted their payments in full for $35,200. Southbury is still in receipt 
of the invoiced assessment.  
 
Dan Semosky reported he received a complaint that someone was loudly playing vulgar music on a boat over 
speakers. Marine Patrol can ask boaters to turn music down or issue an infraction for public disturbance.  
 
 
Adjournment 
With no further business, Chairwoman Barbara McWilliams adjourned the meeting at 7:52pm. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Lesley Pires 
Secretary 
 
The minutes are not considered official until approved at the next regular meeting of the Lake Zoar Authority to be 
held on Tuesday September 9, 2025 at 7:00 pm at the Southbury Town Hall.   


