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Member Towns 
 

Monroe-Newtown-Oxford-Southbury 
 
 

The regular meeting of the Lake Zoar Authority was held on Tuesday, November 11, 2025 at 7:00 pm at the 
Newtown Community Center 
 
  Commissioners Present:               Absent:  

Barbara McWilliams Avi Veeraraghav 
Thelma Chen  
John Downs  
Tony Fischetti  
James Galarneau   
Tim Glover  
Bruce Lafky  
Jerry Kozera  
Lesley Pires  
Dick Speer  
  
  

Call to Order                                                                    
Chairwoman Barbara McWilliams called the meeting to order at 7:02pm. She announced John Morin’s resignation 
from the Town of Southbury. 
 
 
Secretary’s Report: 
A motion to accept the minutes from the October 7, 2025 meeting was made by Dick Speer, seconded by Tony 
Fischetti; the motion was passed unanimously.  
 
 
Public Comments: 
None. 
 
 
Treasurer’s Report: 
Chairwoman Barbara McWilliams reported current treasury balances with cash on hand equaling $127,348.04. 
Monroe still has an outstanding balance of $5,929 due, as $29,271.00 was previously received. A motion to pass the 
treasurer’s report was made by Dick Speer, seconded by Bruce Lafky; the motion was passed unanimously.  
 

Presentation of Proposed 2026–2027 Budget 
 
Chairwoman Barbara McWilliams presented the proposed 2026–2027 budget, reflecting a 5% overall increase 
for a total of $162,840. She noted that law enforcement remains the largest expenditure, totaling $89,000. 
 
1. Discussion of Reserve Funds 

Commissioners discussed the purpose of reserve funds, emphasizing their use as both: 
• A cash flow buffer between town funding disbursements, and 
• A reserve for unforeseen expenses or catastrophic boating incidents. 



 
 

 
 

2. Weed Treatment Budget Line Item 

Commissioner Tony Fischetti questioned the weed treatment line item of $26,000, stating his belief that the 
actual cost would be closer to $42,000. He further noted that a vote should have occurred during the October 7 
meeting, which he was unable to attend due to travel. 
 
Chairwoman McWilliams and other Commissioners clarified that no vote had taken place in October. The 
current $26,000 estimate was based on Pond and Lake’s live presentation at that meeting. 
Tony expressed that the budget should include three treatments at the higher projected cost. Chairwoman 
Barbara McWilliams requested that he provide an updated estimate; however, no documentation was available. 
The Chair then moved to table the discussion and return to the agenda in accordance with Robert’s Rules of 
Order. 
 
At this time, Tony stated, “Barbara, consider this my resignation. You people don’t want to do it, and the 
person who doesn’t want to do it is you,” and exited the meeting. 
 
3. Clarification of Weed Treatment Plan 

Following Tony Fischetti’s departure, the Commissioners reviewed the weed treatment proposal presented by 
Pond and Lake. It was confirmed that the plan includes: 

• One primary treatment, 
• One follow-up treatment for a late emerging weed, and 
• A third treatment only if Hydrilla is detected in Lake Zoar. 

The current estimate from Pond and Lake was presented and confirmed to align with the budgeted amount of 
$26,000 for two treatments. 
 
4. Motion to Approve 2026–2027 Budget 

A motion to approve the 2026–2027 budget as presented was made by Thelma Chen and seconded by James 
Galarneau; the motion passed unanimously. 
 

 
Marine Patrol Report: 
Marine Patrol Coordinator Dan Semosky reported there were 3 October patrols to ensure boaters wear PFDs as 
required after October 1sr. There were 5 enforcements, 10 inspections, 2 tows, and 5 notable debris was removed.  
 
Of note, divers on the Oxford bridge shared sightings of a Mitten crab. Dan contacted the CT DEEP and reported 
that the crab is highly invasive and the agency requests they are captured, frozen, and reported within 48 hours to the 
agency at 860-434-6043, or by email to david.molnar@ct.gov.  
 
Dan reported the following annual status report for May through October 15 2025: 
72 patrols; 14 were evening patrols (including Oxford Concerts) 
159 enforcements  
262 vessel inspections  
26 tows 
37 Notable debris removed 
Several Life jackets passed out 
 
 
Publicity/ Public Awareness:  
James Galarneau reported activity is high on social media and all relevant posts have been shared to Facebook and 
the LZA website. 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Water Quality  
 
Weed Treatment Committee: 
Chairwoman Barbara McWilliams explained that the weed treatment permit is currently processing by Pond and 
Lake, for approval by CT DEEP.  
 
Water Quality Monitoring Committee: 
Tim Glover reported he is working to organize the WCSU water quality monitoring program for next season and is 
still interested in additional post Labor Day sampling for next season. 
 
 
Boats and Motors Report: 
Dick Speer reported one patrol boat has been completely winterized and stored, the two others are waiting to be 
shrink wrapped. The steering on boat one needs to be adjusted before next season.  
 
 
Grants: 
None. 
 
 
Unfinished Business:  
Dick Speer reported a signaling issue with the red and green lights on railroad tressel before the Silver Bridge. In the 
dark, the green light is supposed to be in the center of the channel, and red on the right. The lights need to be 
switched to maintain proper order. Dick and Jerry will investigate changing out the lenses or LED lights.  
 
 
New Business: 
Marine Patrol Coordinator Dan Semosky shared that Veteran LZA Driver Bill Cannon passed away on November 6, 
after serving over 30 years as an LZA Driver. Prior to his service for the LZA, Bill served in the Vietnam War as a 
combat Navy Seabee and then started a long career as patrol man for the Seymour Police Department. He then 
served 25 years as a CT State Police Trooper, and then an additional 25 years as a United States Federal Marshall at 
the New Haven Federal Court House, Bill then also worked for Quinnipiac University as a security guard. Bill 
committed his life to selfless and honorable service, and the LZA is grateful for his contributions to the safety and 
enjoyment of Lake Zoar for all.  
 
 
Adjournment 
With no further business, Chairwoman Barbara McWilliams adjourned the meeting at 7:47pm. 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Lesley Pires 
Secretary 
 
The minutes are not considered official until approved at the next regular meeting of the Lake Zoar Authority to be 
held on Tuesday December 2, 2025 at 7:00 pm at the Oxford Town Hall.   


